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ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 
U.S. DEFT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafeld, Director 
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Eaemp<ion(s): 

Declassify: ( ) In Part 


I BUENOS AIRES 1559 


E.O. 12065: GDS 3/5/87 (FRIEDMAN, TOWNSEND B.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM AR 

SUBJECT: ARREST OF HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 


( )Classifyas_ ( )Enendas_ ( JDowngndeto 
Dedassifyon Baton 


REF: BUENOS AIRES 1514 


1. (U) JUDGE ANZOATEGUI INDIVIDUALLY QUESTIONED THE SIX 
DETAINED HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS MARCH 4. THE DETAINEES 
WERE ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR DEFENSE LAWYERS BUT THE PRO- 
CEEDINGS WERE CONFIDENTIAL. THEY ARE NO LONGER BEING HELD 

I INCOMMUNICADO AND FAMILY MEMBERS SPOKE TO EACH DETAINEE 
EXCEPT DR. JOSE WESTERKAMP (HIS WIFE WAS UNABLE TO BE AT 
THE JAIL BECAUSE SHE WAS VISITING HER SON WHO IS A PEN 
DETAINNEE SINCE 1975) . 

2 . (U) THE PRESS REPORTS THAT DETAINEES ARE BEING CHARGED 
UNDER ARTICLE 224 OF THE PENAL CODE WHICH PROVIDES FOR 
FHE PUNISHMENT OF UNAUTHORIZED POSSESSION OF THE PLANS 

DF MILITARY FACILITIES. FAMILY MEMBERS STATE THAT 
WHILE THEY DO NOT KNOW THE PRECISE NATURE OF THE 
CHARGES YET, JUDGE ANZOATEGUI ' S COMMENTS DURING THE 
INITIAL QUESTIONING SUGGEST THAT THESE REPORTS ARE 
ACCURATE. REPORTEDLY, INFRACTIONS OF THIS NATURE ARE 
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’UNISHABLE BY SENTENCES OF FROM 6 MONTHS TO TWO YEARS. 
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3. (U) ACCORDING TO THE PRESS AND FAMILY MEMBERS, 

JUDGE ANZOATEGUI STATED TO THE DETAINEES DURING THEIR 
INTERROGATIONS THAT THE CHARGES ON WHICH THEY WERE 
BEING HELD ALLOWED FOR KEEPING THEM IN PREVENTIVE 
DETENTION OR FREEING THEM WHILE THE PROCEEDINGS 
CONTINUE. HE REPORTEDLY STATED THAT HIS DECISION ON 
WHETHER HE WOULD FREE THE PRISONERS OR HOLD THEM WOULD 
BE TAKEN NO LATER THAN NEXT MONDAY. 

4. f^COMMEMT: CONFIDENTIAL SOURCES HAVE TOLD US 

THAT THE DETAINEES ALLEGEDLY ALSO POSSESSED INFORMATION ABOUT 
MILITARY AND SECURITY PERSONNEL. THUS FAR, HOWEVER, 

THIS ASPECT OF THE CASE HAS HOT BEEN MADE CLEAR TO 
THE DETAINEES, OR SO THE COMMENTS OF THEIR FAMILY 
MEMBERS TO US WOULD SUGGEST. 
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